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ABSTRACT 

The monitoring and documentation team in 

the Youth Bridge Organization (YBO)  

consisting of 16 people with different and 

varied cultural, social and scientific 

backgrounds trained extensively and 

scientifically on this project by specialized 

trainers and academics, who in turn made 

many field visits and individual and group 

interviews with residents of the area, relevant 

authorities and figures, to truly identify the 

necessary priority needs of the returnees and 

obtain information and data from them in an 

objective and neutral manner. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

After completing a report on monitoring 

government performance in the Qahtaniyah 

sub-district, the Youth Bridge Organization 

did similar work, but on a larger scale, in the 

Qairawan sub-district and its suburbs, 

including the complexes of Talbanat and 

Talqasab, and a group of 16 neighboring 

villages, in the second half of October 2020, 

within the project (To Promote the Civic 

Engagement and Improve Governance in post 

ISIS-Sinjar) funded by the National 

Endowment for Democracy (NED). 

The report included, in addition to the 

Qairawan sub-district center, and the 

complexes of Talbanat and Talqasab villages 

(Kojo, Hatmyah, old Talqasab, northern Ain 

Fathi, Ean Ghazal, Khilo, Kasr, Amash, al-

azer, Bashok, southern Ain Fathi, northern 

Biski, southern Biski, Sharook), where our 

monitoring and evaluation team addressed all 

the essential life sectors that are of great 

importance in restoring life and stability to 

the region, such as education, health, 

electricity, Wash, and improving these 

sectors are real motives for solving the 

problems of returnees and encourage the 

return of the displaced persons. 

Through field visiting, personal interviews, 

and with coordination with dozens of citizens 

and voluntary youth groups, as well as 

relevant government agencies, professors and 

doctors from residents of those areas, which 

the organization's team carried out by using 

most of the scientific research tools while 

collecting data and writing this report, we 

came to the conclusion that the continuation 

of life’s activities and the return of all 

displaced people is an almost impossible goal 

without a real and comprehensive 

reconstruction campaign by the government 

and civil society organizations, and all efforts 

that being made to return the displaced and 

close the displacement file will be doomed to 

failure unless there is a suitable prior 

preparation and an environment in which 

people live a stable and decent life. Not only 

that, but there are concerns from the re-

displacement of some families to the Sinjar 

district center if the situation continues as it 

is, as happened in other areas of southern 

Mount Sinjar. 

These areas were the front line against the 

fierce terrorist attacks carried out by ISIS on 

the third of August 2014. The genocide 

committed against the Yazidis by the Islamic 

State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), which left 

many victims as the organization kidnapped 

(6314) ) Yazidis, and 81 mass graves 

officially registered by the Martyrs and Mass 

Graves Foundation, and the demolition of 68 

shrines and temples of the Yazidis and the 

destruction of 85% of infrastructure in Sinjar, 

which was officially described as a disaster 

city by the Iraqi Council of Representatives. 

In addition to the destruction of the cities and 

their affiliated towns and the displacement of 

more than four hundred thousand people, 

most of them Yazidis, to the Kurdistan 

Region and the Duhok Governorate in 

particular, where they live in 16 residential 

camps, remote villages, regions and 

incomplete buildings, with thousands of them 



remaining in Mount Shingal as displaced 

until now and the return of thousands most of 

them to the cities and towns of the north of 

the mountain, especially the Sununi / Al-

Shamal sub-district in Northern Sinjar, and 

their villages and towns. 

 

Before the genocide in 2014, about (90,000) 

Yazidis and Muslims were living in these 

areas, distributed as follows: The population 

of the Qairawan sub-district was 8,000, the 

Taqasabt complex and the nearby villages 

were more than (30,000) people, and the 

Talbanat complex was about 25,000. Kojo 

(1700) people, the village of Hatmyah more 

than (2000) people, and the other villages 

near the complex of Talbanat more than 

(7000). 

The percentage of components in this area 

that administratively belong to the Sinjar 

district (Yazidis 70%, Sunni Arabs 25%, 

Sunni and Shiite Kurds 5%). 

 

 

 

EDUCATION SECTOR 

This sector occupies a prominent position in 

restoring the stability of the region and the 

return of life to it, and it has been subjected to 

a lot of destruction and its level has fallen 

very dramatically whether at the level of the 

infrastructure, such as bombing and stealing 

all property, and is still awaiting 

reconstruction and restoration, or in terms of 

displacement and migration of teachers. 

This important and vital aspect in the lives of 

citizens needs a comprehensive 

reconstruction campaign. Even before 2014, 

there was a great shortage in the number of 

school buildings that receive students to the 

point that children were studying in muddy 

houses and using the same buildings for 

Arabic and Kurdish studies as people there 

assured us, during the meetings that our team 

did with managers and teachers of the 

residents of these areas stressed the 

importance of teaching for the future of their 

children, and there will be a reverse return of 

families to other regions in search for 

education because education services are still 

almost non-existent whether from the 

government or civil organizations, and there 

are painful future effects of the problem of 

education, so it cannot build a good ethical 

socio-economic system without at least a 

good educational system. 

Despite the efforts made by international and 

local organizations, with the absence of the 

governmental role to solve the problem of 

education and improve its level, the 

reconstruction rate is still very small 

compared to the percentage of destruction, 

out of the total of (50) schools in the entire 

sub-district, there are only (5) eligible to 

receive students. 

 

What must be mentioned is that there are (8 

school) in the center of Al-Qairawan sub-

district that students attend in some of them, 



but they need restorations, logistics and 

required materials, as well as an increase in 

the teaching staff. 

 

Challenges of the educational sector in 

these regions: 

There are many challenges and obstacles 

that the educational process faces in these 

areas, including: 

1. Destruction of infrastructure and 

school buildings in all villages and 

complexes. 

2. The acute shortage of school supplies, 

such as desks, books, and other 

necessities for the educational process 

in all schools. 

3. The acute shortage of teaching staff, 

as the required teaching staff is very 

few, in addition to the presence of a 

large number of lecturers who may 

leave work due to not being appointed 

(hired on the government sector) or 

not paying sufficient amounts to meet 

their needs. 

4. The great shortage in the number of 

schools is matched by an increase in 

the number of students, to the point 

where the same buildings were used 

for Arabic and Kurdish studies. 

5. Unavailability of the necessary study 

supplies, such as chairs, books, 

stationery, as well as heating and 

cooling equipment. 

6. Complete neglect of the psychological 

aspect of students, sports and art 

majors in all Sinjar district schools. 

7. Difficulty with transportation and 

going to school due to the distance of 

schools from the student residence, 

with no means of transportation 

8. The lack of entertainment places, 

playgrounds and rest areas in schools. 

9. Children with disabilities are 

marginalized and not included in 

schools like other children. 

10. The lack of financial support for 

students from vulnerable families. 

11. The area is completely free of 

kindergartens. 

12. Not opening accelerated learning 

centers, and the same is the case for 

vocational schools. 

 

Recommendations and suggestions for 

rebuilding and improving the education 

sector in these areas: 

The monitoring team made a set of 

recommendations based on their interviews, 

visiting and field follow-up within the 

project, which aims to develop the 

aforementioned sector. 

1. Reconstruction of educational 

infrastructure and rehabilitation of 

schools. 

2. Equipping schools with all necessary 

logistical supplies. 

3. Increasing the number of schools in 

proportion to the number of students. 

4. Opening kindergartens for children in 

all residential complexes and villages. 

5. Open vocational schools and 

accelerated education centers in these 

areas. 

6. Appointing (hired on the government 

sector) lecturers to the general staff. 



7. Providing transportation for students 

who live far from schools. 

8. Financial support for low-income 

students. 

9. Supporting and strengthening the 

sports and artistic aspects in the 

district schools, as well as the 

psychological aspect. 

10. Construction of entertainments such 

as playgrounds, parks, and halls for 

artistic activities. 

11. Financial support for the lecturers.  

HEALTH SECTOR:   

In addition to the education sector, health is 

one of the most important sectors that play a 

major role in changing the reality of the 

region by supporting the returning 

population, and it is considered a main 

incentive for the return of the displaced 

people to these areas. Although Sinjar has 

been suffering from poor health services in 

the previous years before the genocide, this 

sector has completely deteriorated after it has 

been controlled by  ISIS which attacked the 

area and looted medical devices and 

destroyed the few existing Primary health 

care centers (PHCCs), in addition to the 

bombing of the only hospital in the area, 

which was receiving patients from 3 sub-

districts and more than 200 villages and the 

city center, meaning more than 600,000 

people, and after the relatively high number 

of returning families since in the last may, 

health services are still completely lacking in 

these areas, so even in cases of emergency 

and childbirth, people need to cut hundreds of 

kilometers and go to Mosul or Duhok, since 

Sinjar General Hospital also has only simple 

health services and it is in an alternative 

location. 

During the organization's team's visit there, 

they received people's complaints and 

demands about the complete lack of health 

services, and as we mentioned earlier in the 

event that the situation continues in this way, 

a wave of displacement will occur again, as 

the existing PHCCs, need to be restored and 

supplied with equipment and medicines, and 

(1) in Talqasab and ( 1) in Talbanat and (16) 

other villages where there is no any health 

project, although the Qairawan health center 

receives patients, it needs repairs and doctors, 

and there are no other than health personnel 

in it, and after the genocide and the many 

painful traumas that people have experienced, 

there is an urgent need for Psychological 

rehabilitation centers and opening sections 

for it in schools as well. 

 

Challenges and obstacles to health 

services in these areas: 

1. The lack of hospitals in the area. 

2. The lack of medical specialists 

3. Significant damage to health infrastructure 

and lack of initiatives to restore and equip 

it. 

4. The distance between the region and the 

urban areas represented by the major 

cities. 

5. There is no any psychological 

rehabilitation center. 

6. The lack of a sanitation system and the 

abundance of waste and war remnants 

have many negative health effects. 



 
Recommendations to improve services in 

the health sector in these areas: 

Based on the data we have, there are 

several proposals that would improve the 

health situation in the region: 

1. Building a general hospital between two 

complexes (Talqasab and Talbanat), 

including all departments, and providing 

it with doctors, equipment and medicines. 

2. Restoration of existing PHCCs. 

3. A typical health center in every village 

and town, according to the population 

census. 

4. Central laboratory includes 

transplantation assays. 

5. Distribution and installation of health 

personnel to these areas to ensure the 

provision of health services, especially 

after the return of the people. 

6. Conducting vaccination in these areas. 

7. Appointing health graduates from the 

people of the region and distributing them 

in the complexes and villages health 

centers 

8. Opening psychological rehabilitation 

centers and providing all psychological 

needs.  

9. Cleaning the area from the remnants of 

war and establishing a sewage system. 

 

 

 WASH 

 

Another of the sectors of vital importance in 

the return of life and stability is the water, 

sewage and water networks sector, so no 

human being can live in a region of the world 

where they have potable water. Most of the 

land of these areas have salty water that is not 

suitable for drinking, and this problem was 

causing them challenges so that large 

numbers of people used to buy water at their 

own expense. Although the government dug 

artesian wells, their water was used only for 

agriculture, sheep and cows. 



Despite the large area of this district and the 

large number of residents, there is no water 

directorate, water desalination plant, or water 

distribution networks, and this is a clear 

indication of poor water services, sewage and 

water networks in this area previously, but 

now the situation has become worse than 

before. 

 

 

As for sewage, this sector is completely non-

existent, and there was no interest in this 

sector, and the government had no role in the 

past in establishing water and sewage 

networks, so most of these areas suffered 

from the lack of this network and caused 

many problems, especially in winter. ”In the 

years before the ISIS attack there were 

victims of floods inside the complexes, 

especially Talbanat and Talqasab, and the 

destruction of dozens of homes, and now, 

after the return of the people to these areas, 

there will be more danger than before, and 

many bridges have been destroyed by ISIS 

and the flood waters have been mobilized 

towards mud villages and complexes, for this 

reason most of the mud houses that were not 

destroyed by ISIS during its control of the 

area collapsed. 

There are no water networks for most of the 

villages and towns in the Qairawan sub-

district and citizens did not had any water 

network in their homes previously, that is one 

of the most important sufferings that the 

citizen suffered in these areas, especially in 

towns of Talbanat and Talqasab, which 

constituted 75% of the population of the sub-

district, before the occupation of ISIS For 

these areas, that is, at the beginning of 2013, 

the government built a water network for these 

two towns in the Solagh area in the village of 

Qeni, but this project failed due to corruption, 

neglect and lack of control and inspection, and 

no citizen saw a drop of water despite 

spending huge sums on this project 

 

Challenges of the Sanitation and water 

sector in these regions: 

1. The absence of a water and sewage 

department or division in the area. 

2. The extent of damage in wells and 

water networks. 

3. The region’s lack of a budget for this 

sector, whether governmental or non-

governmental. 

4. The district is not included in the 

projects of rehabilitation services for 

the restoration of water networks 

5. Failure to spend the budget allocated 

to the Yazidi complexes, villages and 

towns within the district. 

6. The high percentage of salinity in the 

water present in this region. 

7. The big absence of desalination 

plants, neither before nor now. 



8. The distance between the area and the 

wells allocated to these areas. 

9. 90% of the population has not had 

access to drinking water services for 

decades. 

10. Land desertification and lack of green 

spaces due to water scarcity. 

11. The difficulty of raising animals and 

cultivating land with no real support 

to provide water. 

 

Recommendations: 

1. Executing large water projects in the 

north of Talqasab so that its water is 

safe to drink, and make it to reach the 

region by pipes, and then distributed 

to all complexes and villages through 

a central tight water network. 

2. Restoration and equipping of wells 

and water networks that were 

destroyed by ISIS. 

3. Opening the directorates of water and 

municipalities in the region and 

appointing (hiring) graduates from the 

region's residents. 

4. Special divisions of those directorates 

opened in large villages. 

5. Officially employing graduates for 

this sector. 

6. Providing large desalination plants for 

the area as well as distributing small 

household machines. 

7. Protect lands from desertification, 

carry out comprehensive afforestation 

campaigns, and build large parks in 

order to create a healthy climate in the 

region. 

8. Support farmers and livestock owners 

with equipment, machines, fertilizers, 

seeds, water and electricity. 

 

         Electricity sector 

Electricity has a special importance for 

families returning to these areas, because 

most of life’s activities are directly or 

indirectly linked to the electric current. 

Without electricity, water is not available and 

the agriculture and animal and livestock 

sector cannot be operated, as well as heating, 

cooling and cooking, depending on the 

information we have gathered from Official 

authorities, with no electricity directorate and 

no power station to begin with, there is no 

comprehensive repair of the electrical system 

in these areas after it was destroyed and 

stolen by ISIS, but rather it is reached to the 

returning families after their random return, 

and this leads to power cuts most hours of the 

day, so that its daily average is from (4) to (5) 

hours, and so weak that household appliances 

do not work on it, so people have to rely on 

themselves to buy benzene and small home 

generators because there are no large private 

generators also, these challenges related to 



the electricity sector constitute a major 

obstacle to the return displaced people and 

stability of the region. 

One of the most important reasons that the 

people of the region suffer from is the 

distance from the energy sources and the 

exploitation of the existing resources in the 

region and their investment, as the distance 

that it travels until it reaches the region is tens 

of kilometers, and any minor defect, 

electricity to these areas will be cut off for 

days and if it is a major defect it could be in 

weeks and thus pose great harm to 

agricultural and economic growth, which 

caused desertification in many areas that 

were agricultural and the unwillingness of 

people to work in the field of agriculture or 

livestock. 

In addition, the government and investment 

companies can establish hydroelectric 

systems in the mountain by constructing 

dams in Solagh areas and others. The area is 

also suitable for establishing renewed energy 

systems such as solar or wind energy that 

solves the region’s problem of continuous 

power outages. 

Challenges of the electricity sector in these 

regions: 

1. The war caused extensive damage to 

electrical poles, wires and 

transformers. 

2. Not to use the water in the mountain to 

generate electricity. 

3. The lack of renewable or alternative 

energy programs to generate electricity, 

such as solar, wind, and other sources. 

4. The geographical distance from the main 

system in North Mosul. 

5. The lack of a dedicated budget for this 

sector. 

6. The area's lack of an electrical directorate 

and station. 

7. General weakness in the quality of the 

region's electricity. 

8. Few hours when electricity comes to the 

area in general. 

 

Recommendations: 

1. Establishing dams in the mountain to 

provide local electrical energy. 

2. Establishment of renewable energy systems 

such as wind, sun and water. 

3. The establishment of systems to strengthen 

the electricity in these complexes and 

villages. 

4. Repairing the electricity grid for this area 

and delivering electricity to all areas that 

suffer from it. 

5. The opening of an electricity division in the 

towns, such as Talbanat and Talqasab 

supply within the sub-district, and 

providing it with the necessary needs and 

machinery. 

6. Strengthening the quality and durability of 

electricity through boosting systems. 

7. Providing large generators and oil for the 

area until the electrical system is repaired. 

Conclusion 

The monitoring team of the Youth Bridge 

Organization was trained on the skills of 

collecting and monitoring information in 

order to make this report to monitor and 

document the service reality (Educational, 

Health, Electricity, Water and Sewage) in 

Qairawan sub-district, the towns of Talbanat 



and Talqasab, and (16) other villages. We 

completed reports on other areas in Sinjar. 

 In these villages and towns live residents of 

various Iraqi components, including Arab 

Muslims, Kurds (Sunnis, Shiites), Yazidis, 

and Yazidis form 75-80%. In some villages 

there are different components, as these 

villages and towns are a model of diversity in 

the region. 

 

This report sheds light on the service reality 

of the sectors of education, health, electricity, 

water and sewage and is considered an 

important database that deals with all 

necessary information and figures about the 

region, in addition to the most important 

problems and challenges of the two sectors 

and the recommendations of specialists in 

this regard. These services considered as a 

motivation for displacements to return to 

their home areas. 

The conclusion that we reached according to 

the data and facts in our hands, that these 

complexes and villages need to intensify 

efforts and provide immediate services as 

quickly as possible in order to be prepared 

and suitable for the return of their residents, 

otherwise it will have many negative 

consequences on people's lives and they will 

continue to be displaced without shelter. 

 

The challenges these regions are currently 

facing: 

 There is no budget allocated to these 

areas. 

 Administrative duplication in Sinjar by 

the federal government and the KRG 

 The extent of damage and destruction as 

a result of the ISIS war that inflicted the 

infrastructure. 

 Governmental neglect of these areas 

and failure to deal with them in 

accordance with the law and justice. 

 The absence of government programs 

and plans to achieve transitional justice 

in the region and redress the oppressed 

in it. 

 The complex geographical location of 

the region, which made it a target for 

regional and local ambitions. 

 Weak social cohesion and sectarian 

strife left by the terrorist organization 

ISIS. 

 Neglecting the electricity and sewage 

sectors and not rebuilding them. 

 The absence of hospitals and health 

care centers in these complexes. 

 Lack of educational institutions such 

as schools, institutes and 

kindergartens. 

 The lack of all service directorates in 

these areas such as electricity, 

agriculture, municipalities, water and 

sewage, sports, culture, parks ... etc. 

 

 

 


